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Introduction:  
Westside Economic Alliance is a regional business advocacy organization that represents and serves 190 local employers, land developers and commercial property managers, as well as our local communities, who are dedicated to improving the business climate and economic vitality here on the Westside of the Portland metro region.  

Westside Economic Alliance serves many of the largest employers in our state, alongside single-person entrepreneurs, and some of our members are represented here this evening, and have asked for the opportunity to testify in support for the SIP agreement.  

Our organization brings together the talents and resources of both the public and private sectors, from every segment of our local and regional economy, for the common purpose of making the Westside of the Portland metropolitan region a better place to live and work.  This public hearing, and the proposed SIP agreement between Genentech, the City of Hillsboro and Washington County, provides yet another sample of the fruits of these collaborative efforts, and we appreciate the opportunity to share our views on this proposal. 
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Endorsement: 

We believe Westside Economic Alliance offers a different perspective on the issues we are discussing this evening.  Once again, we find ourselves in the unique position of being the only organization appearing before you that counts all three parties to this SIP agreement among our regional membership.   

Our members have been informed by the company, the city, the county, and the greater Westside business community, and we have concluded this SIP agreement offers tremendous  benefits for all concerned.   We are confident the employees, residents, and constituents of all three parties will benefit by your approval and adoption of this pact.  We celebrate this latest opportunity to bring together both the public and private sectors in a collaborative effort to promote the regional growth and economic development of Hillsboro, Washington County and the Westside of the Portland metropolitan region.

Recognition
Westside Economic Alliance also wants to take this opportunity to congratulate members of the Hillsboro City Council, Washington County Commission, and the constituents gathered here this evening, for simply giving us all the chance to have this discussion.  Communities across the region, and around the state, look to Hillsboro and Washington County as their role models, and try to emulate the economic development success we enjoy in this community and in this County.  Other communities hunger for the opportunity to create the kind of employment base and economic development that is evident almost everywhere we look here in Hillsboro, and in Washington County.  These accomplishments should be appreciated, and you, as the public officials who are responsible for seizing these opportunities, deserve our praise for creating the economic momentum other communities can only dream about. 

 

Economic  Benefits
From a resident population currently estimated at just over 80,000 people, Hillsboro's population expands by nearly 30% each day, as more than 110,000 people work, shop, study or play in this community.  This daily  "respiration" of activity is unrivaled by any other community in the state, and is vital to every business and service provider in this community.  Because most of these workers and visitors spend money while they are here---buying food and beverages; fuel, tires and repairs; dry cleaning; pet care and every other product or service you can name, to sustain our daily lives.
 
Our point here is this: by accepting this proposal, an additional 250-300 jobs will be created---not in Texas, and not in California---but right here in Hillsboro, Oregon.
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Advantages  From  Approving  the  Genentech  SIP  Agreement
1.  The proposed expansion by Genentech, and their decision to come to Hillsboro, represents another new and very welcome expansion of our local job market, that will help diversify the local and state economy.  This is important because it will help insulate the local economy against industry-specific downturns and recessions that have plagued our state from time to time.

 

2.  While SIP agreements are nothing new to Hillsboro, or Washington County, in many ways, this proposed SIP agreement represents important "firsts" for all of us.  This will be Genentech's first facility in Oregon, and the first pharmaceutical packaging facility anywhere in our state.  Yet this facility will occupy only the first 39 of the 75 acres the company wants to purchase here, and borders another 550 acres of industrial land that was recently added to the UGB for future development and industrial growth.  By adopting this SIP agreement, Genentech will become the first of what we hope will be many more biomedical research and medical treatment companies that will spring up---or choose to locate---here.  The State of Oregon, Washington County, and Hillsboro will be sending a very positive message to businesses everywhere, and will encourage a new generation of Oregonians to invest their futures here. 
 

3.  On this vacant site at Shute and Evergreen, Hillsboro and Washington County have the remarkable opportunity to welcome 250-300 new jobs, who will be working in a $300 million facility, operated by the company Fortune Magazine recently listed at the very top of the “Best 100 Companies To Work For.”

 

4.  From these vacant fields, a state-of-the-art packaging facility will be built and operated under the watchful eye of the U.S. Food and Drug Administration, as biotherapeutic treatments for some of the most dreaded diseases we know are carefully packaged and distributed to health care providers and their patients around the world. 
 

5. 
And from idle land that has not recently contributed significantly to either the city, county or state tax base, hundreds of high quality, highly educated and highly skilled jobs will be created, bringing much needed family wage jobs into the region, invigorating our local employment base and job-training centers, and infusing new tax revenue to local, county and state tax coffers. 
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Conclusion
Mayor Hughes, and City Council members;  Chair Brian and Board of Commissioners, once again you find yourselves meeting here in joint session.  This time you are being asked to decide whether the "best employer to work for" will be able to locate some of its operations here in Oregon, and create new job opportunities here in Hillsboro.   

We urge your unanimous and enthusiastic endorsement of this agreement, and thank you for allowing us the opportunity to appear before you here this evening.
We congratulate you for attracting another industry leader, and allowing us all to have the opportunity to discuss this proposal.  We celebrate the economic development of this community, and the chance to bring hundreds of high quality jobs here to Hillsboro,  to Washington County,  and to the State of Oregon.  

For more information or clarification of any of the points contained herein,  please contact::

Jonathan  Schlueter

Executive  Director

Westside  Economic  Alliance 

10220  S.W.  Nimbus  Avenue,  Suite  K-12

Tigard,  Oregon   97223

(503)  968-3100

